


Kit 80—A God in Ruins by Kate Atkinson 

A God in Ruins relates the life of Teddy Todd - would-be poet, heroic World War II bomber pilot, husband, father, 

and grandfather - as he navigates the perils and progress of the 20th century. For all Teddy endures in battle, his 

greatest challenge will be to face living in a future he never expected to have. This gripping, often deliriously funny 

yet emotionally devastating book looks at war - that great fall of Man from grace - and the effect it has, not only on 

those who live through it, but on the lives of the subsequent generations. It is also about the infinite magic of fiction. 

Those who loved the bestselling Life After Life will recognise Teddy as Ursula Todd’s adored younger brother, but for 

those who have not read it, A God in Ruins stands fully on its own. Few will dispute that it proves once again that 

Kate Atkinson is one of the most exceptional novelists of our age.  

Kit 81—Island Home  by Tim Winton 

''I grew up on the world's largest island.'' This apparently simple fact is the starting point for Tim Winton's beautiful, 

evocative and sometimes provocative memoir of how this unique landscape has shaped him and his writing. For 

over thirty years, Winton has written novels in which the natural world is as much a living presence as any character, 

and what is true of his work is also true of his life. From boyhood, his relationship with the rockpools, sea caves, 

scrub and swamp around him has been as vital as family connections. Camping in hidden inlets on the south coast, 

walking in the high rocky desert fringe, diving at Ningaloo Reef, bobbing in the ocean between sets, Winton felt the 

place seep into him, with its rhythms, its dangers, its strange sustenance, and learned to see landscape as a living 

process. Wise, rhapsodic, exalted, Island Home is the story of how that relationship came to be, and also a 

passionate exhortation for all of us to feel the ground beneath our feet. Much more powerfully than any political 

idea, the physical entity of Australia defines us, in ways we too often forget, to our detriment and to the country's.  



Kit 83—All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

A stunningly ambitious and beautiful novel about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied 

France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II.  Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum 

of Natural History, where he works as the master of its thousands of locks. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and 

father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall house 

by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. 

In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. 

Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal 

academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of 

his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-

Laure’s converge.   

Kit 84—The Hands: An Australian pastoral  by Stephen Orr 

He didn't look like he could jump a bull, but she knew he could. It was all in the hands, he'd often explain. The will. 

The bloody mindedness. 

 

On a cattle station that stretches beyond the horizon, seven people are trapped by their history and the need to make a 

living. Trevor Wilkie, the good father, holds it all together, promising his sons a future he no longer believes in himself. 

The boys, free to roam the world's biggest backyard, have nowhere to go.  

Trevor's father, Murray, is the keeper of stories and the holder of the deed. Murray has no intention of giving up what his 

forefathers created. But the drought is winning. The cattle are ribs. The bills keep coming. And one day, on the way to 

town, an accident changes everything.  



Kit 85 — The Dry  by Jane Harper 

Amid the worst drought to ravage Australia in a century, it hasn't rained in small country town Kiewarra for two 

years. Tensions in the community become unbearable when three members of the Hadler family are brutally 

murdered. Everyone thinks Luke Hadler, who committed suicide after slaughtering his wife and six-year-old son, 

is guilty. 

Policeman Aaron Falk returns to the town of his youth for the funeral of his childhood best friend, and is 

unwillingly drawn into the investigation. As questions mount and suspicion spreads through the town, Falk is 

forced to confront the community that rejected him twenty years earlier. Because Falk and Luke Hadler shared a 

secret, one which Luke's death threatens to unearth. And as Falk probes deeper into the killings, secrets from his 

past and why he left home bubble to the surface as he questions the truth of his friend's crime. 

Kit 86—An Isolated Incident by Emily Maguire 

When 25-year-old Bella Michaels is brutally murdered in the small town of Strathdee, the community is stunned and a 

media storm descends. Unwillingly thrust into the eye of that storm is Bella's beloved older sister, Chris, a barmaid at 

the local pub, whose apparent easy-going nature conceals hard-won wisdom and the kind of street-smarts only 

experience can bring. As Chris is plunged into despair and searches for answers, reasons, explanation - anything - that 

could make even the smallest sense of Bella's death, her ex-husband, friends and neighbours do their best to support 

her. But as the days tick by with no arrest, Chris's suspicion of those around her grows. An Isolated Incident is a 

psychological thriller about everyday violence, the media's obsession with pretty dead girls, the grip of grief and the 

myth of closure, and the difficulties of knowing the difference between a ghost and a memory, between a monster and 

a man. 



Kit 87—The Romance Reader’s guide to life by Sharon Pywell 

As a young girl, Neave was often stuck in a world that didn’t know what to do with her. As her mother not unkindly told 

her, she was never going to grow up to be a great beauty. And their small town of Lynn, Massachusetts, didn’t have a 

place for a girl whose feelings often put her at war with the world -- often this meant her mother, her brother, and the 

town librarian who wanted to keep her away from the Dangerous Books she really wanted to read. But through an 

unexpected friendship, Neave finds herself with a forbidden copy of The Pirate Lover, a steamy romance, and Neave 

discovers a world of passion, love, and betrayal. And it is to this world that as a grown up she retreats to again and 

again when real life becomes too much. 

Neave finds herself rereading The Pirate Lover more than she ever would have expected because as she gets older, life 

does not follow the romances she gobbled up as a child. When Neave and Lilly are about to realize their professional 

dream, Lilly suddenly disappears. Neave must put her beloved books down and take centre stage, something she has 

been running from her entire life. And she must figure out what happened to Lilly – and if she’s next.  

Kit 88—Katherine of Aragon, the true Queen by Alison Weir 

A princess of Spain, Catalina is only sixteen years old when she sets foot on the shores of England. The youngest 

daughter of the powerful monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella, Catalina is a coveted prize for a royal marriage - and 

Arthur, Prince of Wales, and heir to the English throne, has won her hand. But tragedy strikes and Catalina, now 

Princess Katherine, is betrothed to the future Henry VIII. She must wait for his coming-of-age, an ordeal that tests 

her resolve, casts doubt on her trusted confidantes, and turns her into a virtual prisoner.  

Katherine's patience is rewarded when she becomes Queen of England. The affection between Katherine and Henry 

is genuine, but forces beyond her control threaten to rend her marriage, and indeed the nation, apart. Henry has 

fallen under the spell of Katherine's maid of honour, Anne Boleyn. Now Katherine must be prepared to fight, to the 

end if God wills it, for her faith, her legitimacy, and her heart. 



Kit 89 — Into the Water by Paula Hawkins 

In the last days before her death, Nel called her sister. Jules didn't pick up the phone, ignoring her plea for help. Now 

Nel is dead. They say she jumped. And Jules has been dragged back to the one place she hoped she had escaped for 

good, to care for the teenage girl her sister left behind. But Jules is afraid. So afraid. Of her long-buried memories, of 

the old Mill House, of knowing that Nel would never have jumped. And most of all she's afraid of the water, and the 

place they call the Drowning Pool . . .  

Kit 90—Talking to my country by Stan Grant 

In July 2015, as the debate over Adam Goodes being booed at AFL games raged and got ever more heated and ugly, 

Stan Grant wrote a short but powerful piece for The Guardian that went viral, not only in Australia but right around the 

world, shared over 100,000 times on social media. His was a personal, passionate and powerful response to racism in 

Australian and the sorrow, shame, anger and hardship of being an indigenous man. 'We are the detritus of the brutality 

of the Australian frontier', he wrote, 'We remained a reminder of what was lost, what was taken, what was destroyed to 

scaffold the building of this nation's prosperity.' 

Stan Grant was lucky enough to find an escape route, making his way through education to become one of our leading 

journalists. He also spent many years outside Australia, working in Asia, the Middle East, Europe and Africa, a time that 

liberated him and gave him a unique perspective on Australia. This is his very personal meditation on what it means to 

be Australian, what it means to be indigenous, and what racism really means in this country. 



Kit 91—Gather the daughters by Jennie Melamed 

Gather the Daughters tells the story of an end-of-the-world cult founded years ago when ten men colonised an island. 

It's a society in which men reign supreme, breeding is controlled, and knowledge of the outside world is kept to a 

minimum. Girls are wives-in-training: at the first sign of puberty, they must marry and have children. But until that 

point, every summer, island tradition dictates that the children live wildly: running free, making camps, sleeping on the 

beach. And it is at the end of one such summer that one of the youngest girls sees something so horrifying that life on 

the island can never be the same again. 

Kit 92—The Leavers by Lisa Ko 

One morning, Deming Guo's mother, Polly, an undocumented Chinese immigrant, goes to her job at a nail salon--and 

never comes home. No one can find any trace of her. With his mother gone, eleven-year-old Deming is left mystified 

and bereft. Eventually adopted by a pair of well-meaning white professors, Deming is moved from the Bronx to a small 

town upstate and renamed Daniel Wilkinson. But far from all he's ever known, Daniel struggles to reconcile his 

adoptive parents' desire that he assimilate with his memories of his mother and the community he left behind. Told 

from the perspective of both Daniel--as he grows into a directionless young man--and Polly, Ko's novel gives us one of 

fiction's most singular mothers. Loving and selfish, determined and frightened, Polly is forced to make one 

heartwrenching choice after another. Set in New York and China, The Leavers is a vivid examination of borders and 

belonging. It's a moving story of how a boy comes into his own when everything he loves is taken away, and how a 

mother learns to live with the mistakes of the past. 



Kit 93—Taboo by Kim Scott 

Taboo takes place in the present day, in the rural South-West of Western Australia, and tells the story of a group of 

Noongar people who revisit, for the first time in many decades, a taboo place: the site of a massacre that followed the 

assassination, by these Noongar's descendants, of a white man who had stolen a black woman. They come at the 

invitation of Dan Horton, the elderly owner of the farm on which the massacres unfolded. He hopes that by hosting the 

group he will satisfy his wife's dying wishes and cleanse some moral stain from the ground on which he and his family 

have lived for generations. But the sins of the past will not be so easily expunged. 

We walk with the ragtag group through this taboo country and note in them glimmers of re-connection with language, 

lore, country. We learn alongside them how countless generations of Noongar may have lived in ideal rapport with the 

land. This is a novel of survival and renewal, as much as destruction; and, ultimately, of hope as much as despair. 

Kit 94—The secret she keeps by Michael Robotham 

Agatha is pregnant and works part-time stocking shelves at a grocery store in a ritzy London suburb, counting down the 

days until her baby is due. As the hours of her shifts creep by in increasing discomfort, the one thing she looks forward to 

at work is catching a glimpse of Meghan, the effortlessly chic customer whose elegant lifestyle dazzles her. Meghan has it 

all: two perfect children, a handsome husband, a happy marriage, a stylish group of friends, and she writes perfectly droll 

confessional posts on her popular parenting blog—posts that Agatha reads with devotion each night as she waits for her 

absent boyfriend, the father of her baby, to maybe return her calls. 

When Agatha learns that Meghan is pregnant again, and that their due dates fall within the same month, she finally 

musters up the courage to speak to her, thrilled that they now have the ordeal of childbearing in common. Little does 

Meghan know that the mundane exchange she has with a grocery store employee during a hurried afternoon shopping 

trip is about to change the course of her not-so-perfect life forever… 



Kit 95—Girt: The Unauthorised History of Australia by David Hunt  

Girt. No word could better capture the essence of Australia . . .  

In this hilarious history, David Hunt reveals the truth of Australia's past, from megafauna to Macquarie - the cock-ups 

and curiosities, the forgotten eccentrics and Eureka moments that have made us who we are. Girt introduces 

forgotten heroes like Mary McLoghlin, transported for the crime of 'felony of sock', and Trim the cat, who beat a 

French monkey to become the first animal to circumnavigate Australia. It recounts the misfortunes of the escaped 

Irish convicts who set out to walk from Sydney to China, guided only by a hand-drawn paper compass, and explains 

the role of the coconut in Australia's only military coup. Our nation's beginnings are steeped in the strange, the 

ridiculous and the frankly bizarre. Girt proudly reclaims these stories for all of us. Not to read it would be un-

Australian. 

Kit 96—Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty  

Pirriwee Public's annual school Trivia Night has ended in a shocking riot. One parent is dead. The school principal is 

horrified. As police investigate what appears to have been a tragic accident, signs begin to indicate that this 

devastating death might have been cold-blooded murder. This book deftly explores the reality of parenting and 

playground politics, ex-husbands and ex-wives, and fractured families. This book also shows us the truth about what 

really goes on behind closed suburban doors.  



Kit 97—Anything is possible by Elizabeth Strout 

Years ago, Lucy Barton, a successful New York writer, spent time in hospital, with her mother at the foot of her bed to 

keep her company. Avoiding the distance between them, they spoke at length about people from their home town, the 

rural, dusty town of Amgash, Illinois. Writing these stories, Lucy imagines the lives of the people that she especially 

remembers. And the people she has imagined that, in small ways, have remembered her too. For isn't it true that we all 

hope to be remembered? Or to think in some way - even fleetingly - that we have been important to someone?  

A novel in stories by the No. 1 New York Times bestselling and Man Booker long-listed author of My Name is Lucy Barton.  

Kit 98—Human Acts by Han Kang 

Gwangju, South Korea, 1980. In the wake of a viciously suppressed student uprising, a boy searches for his friend's 

corpse, a consciousness searches for its abandoned body, and a brutalised country searches for a voice. In a sequence 

of interconnected chapters the victims and the bereaved encounter censorship, denial, forgiveness and the echoing 

agony of the original trauma. 



Kit 99—The Lost Pages by Marija Pericic 

It is 1908, and Max Brod is the rising star of Prague's literary world. Everything he desires-fame, respect, love - is finally 

within his reach. But when a rival appears on the scene, Max discovers how quickly he can lose everything he has 

worked so hard to attain. He knows that the newcomer, Franz Kafka, has the power to eclipse him for good, and he 

must decide to what lengths he will go to hold onto his success. But there is more to Franz than meets the eye, and 

Max, too, has secrets that are darker than even he knows, secrets that may in the end destroy both of them. 

Kit 100—The Night Ocean by Paula La Farge 

Marina Willett, M.D., has a problem. Her husband, Charlie, has become obsessed with H.P. Lovecraft, in particular with 

one episode in the legendary horror writer’s life: In the summer of 1934, the “old gent” lived for two months with a 

gay teenage fan named Robert Barlow, at Barlow’s family home in central Florida. What were the two of them up to? 

Were they friends–or something more? Just when Charlie thinks he’s solved the puzzle, a new scandal erupts, and he 

disappears. The police say it’s suicide. Marina is a psychiatrist, and she doesn’t believe them. 

As a heartbroken Marina follows her missing husband’s trail in an attempt to learn the truth, the novel moves across 

the decades and along the length of the continent, from a remote Ontario town, through New York and Florida to 

Mexico City. The Night Ocean is about love and deception — about the way that stories earn our trust, and betray it. 



Kit 101—The Sense of an Ending by Julian Barnes 

This novel follows a middle-aged man as he contends with a past he has never much thought about--until his closest 

childhood friends return with a vengeance, one of them from the grave, another maddeningly present. Tony Webster 

thought he'd left all this behind as he built a life for himself, and by now his marriage and family and career have fallen 

into an amicable divorce and retirement. But he is then presented with a mysterious legacy that obliges him to 

reconsider a variety of things he thought he'd understood all along, and to revise his estimation of his own nature and 

place in the world. 

Kit 102—Her by Garry Disher 

Out in that country the sun smeared the sky and nothing ever altered, except that one day a scrap man came by . . . 

Her name is scarcely known or remembered. All in all, she is worth less than the nine shillings and sixpence counted 

into her father’s hand. She bides her time. She does her work. 

Way back in the corner of her mind is a thought she is almost too frightened to shine a light on: one day she will run 

away. 

A dark and unsettling tale from the turn of the twentieth century by a master of Australian literature. 

 



Kit 103—4 3 2 1  by Paul Aster 

On March 3rd, 1947, Archibald Isaac Ferguson, the only child of Rose and Stanley Ferguson, is born. From that single 

beginning, Ferguson's life will take four simultaneous paths. Four Fergusons will go on to lead four parallel and entirely 

different lives. Family fortunes diverge. Loves and friendships and passions contrast. Each version of Ferguson's story 

rushes across the fractured terrain of mid-twentieth century America, in this sweeping story of birth right and 

possibility, of love and the fullness of life itself.  

Kit 104—A Visit from the Goon Squad by Jennifer Egan 

A Visit From The Goon Squad starts in a bathroom in New York, where we meet Sasha who is on a date and is poised to 

steal a wallet from someone’s bag. 

Sasha is a kleptomaniac, and assistant to successful music producer Bennie Salazar –they are the two the central 

characters in Jennifer Egan’s elastic novel that shuttles the reader backwards and forwards through time and place. 

The book takes us to the punk scene in San Francisco in the 1970s, to Africa where a family are on safari, to New York in 

the not so distant future, and more. In each chapter we meet and re-meet a cast of connected characters all feeling the 

effects of the “goon squad” that is time.  

Music, loss, technology, success, destiny and the odd shape of peoples’ lives are all central themes in this critically 

acclaimed novel. 



Kit 105  - A big little life by Dean Koontz 

In a profound, funny, and beautifully rendered portrait of a beloved companion, bestselling novelist Dean Koontz remembers the 

golden retriever who changed his life. A retired service dog, Trixie was three when Dean and his wife, Gerda, welcomed her into 

their home. She was superbly trained, but her greatest gifts couldn’t be taught: her keen intelligence, her innate joy, and an uncanny 

knack for living in the moment. Whether chasing a tennis ball or protecting those she loved, Trixie gave all she had to everything she 

did, inspiring Dean and Gerda to trust their instincts and recapture a sense of wonder that will remain with them always. Trixie lived 

fewer than twelve years; in this wide world, she was a little thing. But in every way that mattered, she lived a big life. 

Kit 106  - Hunger: a memoir of (my) body by Roxane Gay  

New York Times bestselling author Roxane Gay has written with intimacy and sensitivity about food and bodies, using her own 

emotional and psychological struggles as a means of exploring our shared anxieties over pleasure, consumption, appearance, and 

health. As a woman who describes her own body as “wildly undisciplined,” Roxane understands the tension between desire and 

denial, between self-comfort and self-care. In Hunger, she casts an insightful and critical eye on her childhood, teens, and twenties - 

including the devastating act of violence that acted as a turning point in her young life - and brings readers into the present and the 

realities, pains, and joys of her daily life. With the bracing candour, vulnerability, and authority, Roxane explores what it means to be 

overweight in a time when the bigger you are, the less you are seen.  

Kit 107—Warlight by Michael Ondaatje 

London, 1945. The capital is still reeling from the war. 14-year-old Nathaniel and his older sister Rachel are abandoned by their 

parents who leave the country on business, and are left in the dubious care of a mysterious figure named The Moth. Nathaniel is 

introduced to The Moth’s band of criminal misfits and is caught up in a series of teenage misadventures, from smuggling greyhounds 

for illegal dog racing to lovers’ trysts in abandoned buildings at night. But is this eccentric crew really what and who they claim to 

be? And most importantly, what happened to Nathaniel’s mother? Was her purported reason for leaving true? What secrets did she 

hide in her past?  



Kit 109—Any Ordinary Day by Leigh Sales 

As a journalist, Leigh Sales often encounters people experiencing the worst moments of their lives in the full glare of 

the media. But one particular string of bad news stories - and a terrifying brush with her own mortality - sent her 

looking for answers about how vulnerable each of us is to a life-changing event. What are our chances of actually 

experiencing one? What do we fear most and why? And when the worst does happen, what comes next? In this wise 

and layered book, Leigh talks intimately with people who've faced the unimaginable, from terrorism to natural disaster 

to simply being in the wrong place at the wrong time. Expecting broken lives, she instead finds strength, hope, even 

humour. Leigh brilliantly condenses the cutting-edge research on the way the human brain processes fear and grief, 

and poses the questions we too often ignore out of awkwardness. Along the way, she offers an unguarded account of 

her own challenges and what she's learned about coping with life's unexpected blows. Warm, candid and empathetic, 

this book is about what happens when ordinary people, on ordinary days, are forced to suddenly find the resilience 

most of us don't know we have.  

Kit 110—The life to come by Michelle De Krester 

Set in Sydney, Paris and Sri Lanka, The Life to Come is a mesmerising novel about the stories we tell and don’t tell 

ourselves as individuals, as societies and as nations. It feels at once firmly classic and exhilaratingly contemporary.  

Pippa is a writer who longs for success. Celeste tries to convince herself that her feelings for her married lover are 

reciprocated. Ash makes strategic use of his childhood in Sri Lanka but blots out the memory of a tragedy from that 

time. Driven by riveting stories and unforgettable characters, here is a dazzling meditation on intimacy, loneliness 

and our flawed perception of other people.  



Kit 111—Becoming by Michelle Obama 

In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic and compelling 

women of our era. As First Lady of the United States of America - the first African-American to serve in that role - she 

helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history, while also establishing herself as a powerful 

advocate for women and girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing the ways that families pursue 

healthier and more active lives, and standing with her husband as he led America through some of its most harrowing 

moments. Along the way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised two down-to-earth 

daughters under an unforgiving media glare. 

In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers into her world. 

Warm, wise, and revelatory, Becoming is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has 

steadily defied expectations -and whose story inspires us to do the same. 

Kit 112—Less by Andrew Sean Greer 

Arthur Less is a failed novelist about to turn fifty. A wedding invitation arrives in the post: it is from an ex-boyfriend 

of nine years who is engaged to someone else. Arthur can't say yes - it would be too awkward; he can't say no - it 

would look like defeat. So, he begins to accept the invitations on his desk to half-baked literary events around the 

world. 

From France to India, Germany to Japan, Arthur almost falls in love, almost falls to his death, and puts miles 

between him and the plight he refuses to face. Less is a novel about mishaps, misunderstandings and the depths of 

the human heart. 



Kit 113—The Memory Keeper’s Daughter by Kim Edwards 

It should have been an ordinary birth, the start of an ordinary happy family. But the night Dr Davis Henry delivers his 

wife’s twins is a night that will haunt five lives forever. 

For though David’s son is a healthy boy, his daughter has Down’s syndrome. And, in a shocking act of betrayal whose 

consequences only time will reveal he tells his wife their daughter died while secretly entrusting her care to a nurse. 

As grief quietly tears apart David’s family, so a little girl must make her own way in the world as best she can. 

As The Memory Keeper’s Daughter so eloquently shows, life is a moving image, unfolding and changing beyond our 

control. Despite our desire to freeze a moment or to go back into the past and alter events, time presses us forward. 

With her heart-wrenching yet ultimately hopeful novel, Kim Edwards explores the elusive mysteries of grief and love, 

and the power of the truth both to shatter and to heal.  

Kit 114—The Mistake by Wendy James 

Jodie Garrow is a teenager from the wrong side of the tracks when she falls pregnant. Scared, alone and desperate to make 

something of her life, she adopts out the baby illegally – and tells nobody. 

Twenty-five years on, Jodie has built a new life and a new family. But when a chance meeting brings the adoption to the 

notice of the authorities, Jodie becomes caught in a nationwide police investigation, and the centre of a media witch hunt. 

What happened to Jodie's baby? And where is she now? The fallout from Jodie's past puts her whole family under the 

microscope, and her husband and daughter must re-examine everything they believed to be true. 



Kit 115—The Cottage at Rosella Cove by Sandie Docker 

LOST - Nicole has left her city life for the sleepy town of Rosella Cove, renting the old cottage by the water. She plans to keep 

to herself – but when she uncovers a hidden box of wartime love letters, she realises she’s not the 

first person living in this cottage to hide secrets and pain. 

FOUND - Ivy’s quiet life in Rosella Cove is tainted by the events of World War II, with ramifications felt for many years to 

come. But one night a drifter appears and changes everything. Perhaps his is the soul she’s meant to save. 

FORGOTTEN - Charlie is too afraid of his past to form any lasting ties in the cove. He knows he must make amends for his 

tragic deeds long ago, but he can’t do it alone. Maybe the new tenant in the cottage will help him fulfil a promise and find 

the redemption he isn’t sure he deserves. 

Welcome to the cottage at Rosella Cove, where three damaged souls meet and have the chance to rewrite their futures. 

Kit 116—Scrublands by Chris Hammer 

In an isolated country town brought to its knees by endless drought, a charismatic and dedicated young priest calmly opens 

fire on his congregation, killing five parishioners before being shot dead himself. 

A year later, troubled journalist Martin Scarsden arrives in Riversend to write a feature on the anniversary of the tragedy. 

But the stories he hears from the locals about the priest and incidents leading up to the shooting don't fit with the accepted 

version of events his own newspaper reported in an award-winning investigation. Martin can't ignore his doubts, nor the 

urgings of some locals to unearth the real reason behind the priest's deadly rampage. 

Just as Martin believes he is making headway, a shocking new development rocks the town, which becomes the biggest 

story in Australia. Wrestling with his own demons, Martin finds himself risking everything to discover a truth that becomes 

darker and more complex with every twist. But there are powerful forces determined to stop him, and he has 

no idea how far they will go to make sure the town's secrets stay buried. 



Kit 117—Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton 

Brisbane, 1985: A lost father, a mute brother, a junkie mum, a heroin dealer for a stepfather and a notorious crim 

for a babysitter. It's not as if Eli Bell's life isn't complicated enough already. He's just trying to follow his heart and 

understand what it means to be a good man, but fate keeps throwing obstacles in his way, not the least of which is 

Tytus Broz, legendary Brisbane drug dealer. But now Eli's life is going to get a whole lot more serious: he's about to 

meet the father he doesn't remember, break into Boggo Road Gaol on Christmas Day to rescue his mum, come 

face to face with the criminals who tore his world apart, and fall in love with the girl of his dreams.  

Kit 118—Dead at First Sight by Peter James 

A man waits at a London airport for Ingrid Ostermann, the love of his life, to arrive. Across the Atlantic, a retired 

NYPD cop waits in a bar in Florida's Key West for his first date with the lady who is, without question, his soulmate. 

The two men are about to discover they've been scammed out of almost every penny they have in the world - and 

that neither women exist. Meanwhile, a wealthy divorcée plunges, in suspicious circumstances, from an apartment 

block in Munich. In the same week, Detective Superintendent Roy Grace is called to investigate the suicide of a 

woman in Brighton, that is clearly not what it seems. As his investigations continue, a handsome Brighton 

motivational speaker comes forward. He's discovered his identity is being used to scam eleven different women, 

online.  



Kit 119—Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 

Eleanor Oliphant has learned how to survive - but not how to live Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears the same 

clothes to work every day, eats the same meal deal for lunch every day and buys the same two bottles of vodka to drink 

every weekend. Eleanor Oliphant is happy. Nothing is missing from her carefully timetabled life. Except, sometimes, 

everything. One simple act of kindness is about to shatter the walls Eleanor has built around herself. Now she must learn 

how to navigate the world that everyone else seems to take for granted - while searching for the courage to face the dark 

corners she's avoided all her life. Change can be good. Change can be bad. But surely any change is better than... fine?  

Kit 120—The Cut Out Girl by Bart Van Es 

Although he'd left the Netherlands for England, one story from Bart van Es's childhood never left him: a young 

Jewish girl named Lientje had been taken in during the war by his relatives and hidden from the Nazis, then raised as one 

of their own. But after the war there was a falling out, and they were no longer in touch. What was the girl's side 

of the story, and where had she gone? So began an investigation that would consume Bart van Es's life. He learned that 

Lientje was now in her eighties and living in Amsterdam, and eventually they struck up a remarkable 

friendship. THE CUT OUT GIRL combines a powerful recreation of Lientje's harrowing story with the present-day account 

of Bart's efforts to piece it together, bringing old ghosts into the light.  



Kit 121—The Mandibles by Lionel Shriver 

It is 2029. The Mandibles have been counting on a sizable fortune filtering down when their 97-year-old patriarch dies. 

Yet America’s soaring national debt has grown so enormous that it can never be repaid. Under siege from an upstart 

international currency, the dollar is in meltdown. A bloodless world war will wipe out the savings of millions of 

American families. Their inheritance turned to ash, each family member must contend with disappointment, but also 

as the effects of the downturn start to hit the challenge of sheer survival. Recently affluent Avery is petulant that she 

can’t buy olive oil, while her sister Florence is forced to absorb strays into her increasingly cramped household. As 

their father Carter fumes at having to care for his demented stepmother now that a nursing home is too expensive, his 

sister Nollie, an expat author, returns from abroad at 73 to a country that’s unrecognizable. Perhaps only Florence’s 

oddball teenage son Willing, an economics autodidact, can save this formerly august American family from the streets. 

This is not science fiction. This is a frightening, fascinating, scabrously funny glimpse into the decline that may await 

the United States all too soon, from the pen of perhaps the most consistently perceptive and topical author of our 

times.  

Kit 122—The Arsonist by Chloe Hooper 

On the scorching February day in 2009 that became known as Black Saturday, a man lit two fires in Victoria's Latrobe Valley, 

then sat on the roof of his house to watch the inferno. In the Valley, where the rates of crime were the highest in the state, 

more than thirty people were known to police as firebugs. But the detectives soon found themselves on the trail of a man 

they didn't know. The Arsonist takes readers on the hunt for this man, and inside the strange puzzle of his mind. It is also the 

story of fire in this country, and of a community that owed its existence to that very element. The command of fire has 

defined and sustained us as a species - understanding its abuse will define our future. A powerful real-life thriller written 

with Hooper's trademark lyric detail and nuance, The Arsonist is a reminder that in an age of fire, all of us are gatekeepers.  



Kit 123—Educated by Tara Westover  

Tara Westover grew up preparing for the End of Days, watching for the sun to darken, for the moon to drip as if with blood. 

She spent her summers bottling peaches and her winters rotating emergency supplies, hoping that when the World of Men 

failed, her family would continue on, unaffected. She hadn't been registered for a birth certificate. She had no school records 

because she'd never set foot in a classroom, and no medical records because her father didn't believe in doctors or 

hospitals. According to the state and federal government, she didn't exist. As she grew older, her father became more 

radical, and her brother, more violent. At sixteen Tara decided to educate herself. Her struggle for knowledge would take 

her far from her Idaho mountains, over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she 

wonder if she'd travelled too far. If there was still a way home. Educated is an account of the struggle for self-invention. It is 

a tale of fierce family loyalty, and of the grief that comes with the severing of the closest of ties. With the acute insight that 

distinguishes all great writers, Westover has crafted, from her singular experience, a universal coming-of-age story, one that 

gets to the heart of what an education is and what it offers - the perspective to see one's life through new eyes, and the will 

to change it.  

Kit 124—The Pull of the Stars by Emma Donoghue 

A novel set in 1918 Dublin offers a three-day look at a maternity ward during the height of the Great Flu pandemic. In an 

Ireland doubly ravaged by war and disease, Nurse Julia Power works at an understaffed hospital in the city center, where 

expectant mothers who have fallen sick are quarantined into a separate ward to keep the plague at bay. Into Julia's 

regimented world step two outsiders, a woman doctor who is a rumored Rebel, and a teenage girl, Bridie, procured 

by the nuns from their orphanage as an extra set of hands. At first, this Bridie seems unschooled in life, she makes up a bed 

with only the rubber mat and savors the weak tea and barely edible porridge from the hospital kitchen. But 

in the intensity of this ward, over three brutal days, Julia and the women come together in unexpected ways.  



Kit 125— The Poppy Wife by Caroline Scott 

Until she knows her husbands fate, she cannot decide her own... An epic debut novel of forbidden love, loss, and the shattered 

hearts left behind in the wake of World War I. 1921. Families are desperately trying to piece together the fragments of their 

broken lives. While many survivors of the Great War have been reunited with their loved ones, Edies husband Francis has not 

come home. He is considered missing in action, but when Edie receives a mysterious photograph taken by Francis in the post, 

hope flares. And so she beings to search. Harry, Franciss brother, fought alongside him. He too longs for Francis to be alive, so 

they can forgive each other for the last things they ever said. Both brothers shared a love of photography and it is that which 

brings Harry back to the Western Front. Hired by grieving families to photograph gravesites, as he travels through battle-

scarred France gathering news for British wives and mothers, Harry also searches for evidence of his brother. And as Harry and 

Edies paths converge, they get closer to a startling truth. An incredibly moving account of an often-forgotten moment in 

history, The Poppy Wife tells the story of the thousands of soldiers who were lost amid the chaos and ruins, and the even 

greater number of men and women desperate to find them again.  

Kit 126—The Drover’s Wife by Leah Purcell 

Leah Purcell's play caused a sensation on performance and won the NSW Premier's Prize Book of the Year and now she is 

expanding that play and a film script to write a novel that while still 'Tarantino meets Deadwood' is also so much more. 

In the titular character The Drover's Wife, Purcell has created a figure who is as resonant and significant as Ned Kelly. 

Lawson's original short story is reimagined vividly to portray the drover's heroic wife as a righteous avenger - on behalf of 

herself, her children and her race - in a savage male world. Challenging responses to family violence and black white relations. 

A taut thriller of our pioneering past, The Drover's Wife is full of fury, power, family love and intimate friendships. And has a 

black sting to the tail, reaching from our nation's settled infancy into our complicated present.  



Kit 127—The Burning Island by Jock Serong 

Eliza Grayling, born in Sydney when the colony itself was still an infant, has lived there all her thirty-two years. Too tall, too 

stern-too old, now-for marriage, she lives by herself, looking in on her reclusive father in case he has injured himself while 

drunk. There is a shadow in his past, she knows. Something obsessive. Something to do with a man who bested him thirty-

three years ago. Then Srinivas, another figure from that dark past, offers Joshua Grayling the chance for a reckoning with 

his nemesis. Eliza is horrified. The plan entails a sea voyage far to the south and an uncertain, possibly violent, outcome. 

Out of the question for an elderly man-insanity for a helpless drunkard who also happens to be blind. Unable to dissuade 

her father from his mad quest, Eliza begins to understand she may be forced to go with him. Then she sees the ship they 

will be sailing on. And in that instant, the voyage of the Moonbird becomes Eliza's mission too.  

Kit 128—A life on our Planet by David Attenborough 

A legacy-defining book from Sir David Attenborough, reflecting on his life's work, the dramatic changes to the planet he has 

witnessed, and what we can do to make a better future. See the world. Then make it better. ‘I am 93. I've had an 

extraordinary life. It's only now that I appreciate how extraordinary. As a young man, I felt I was out there in the wild, 

experiencing the untouched natural world - but it was an illusion. The tragedy of our time has been happening all around 

us, barely noticeable from day to day - the loss of our planet's wild places, its biodiversity. I have been witness to this 

decline. A Life on Our Planet is my witness statement, and my vision for the future. It is the story of how we came to make 

this, our greatest mistake - and how, if we act now, we can yet put it right. We have one final chance to create the perfect 

home for ourselves and restore the wonderful world we inherited.’ All we need is the will do so.  



Kit 129—Anxious People by Fredrik Backman 

In a small town in Sweden, it appears to be an ordinary day. But look more closely, and you'll see a mysterious masked 

figure approaching a bank. Two hours later, chaos has descended. A bungled attempted robbery has developed into a 

hostage situation - and the offender is refusing to communicate their demands to the police. Inside the building, fear 

quickly turns to irritation for the seven strangers trapped inside. If this is to be their last day on earth, shouldn't it be a 

bit more dramatic? But as the minutes tick by, they begin to suspect that the criminal mastermind holding them 

hostage might be more in need of rescuing than they are.  

Kit 130—Where the Crawdads sing by Delia Owens 

How long can you protect your heart? For years, rumours of the 'Marsh Girl' have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town 

on the North Carolina coast. So in late 1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect 

Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone 

in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns 

to be touched and loved. When two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a 

new life - until the unthinkable happens.  



Kit 131—Such a Fun Age by Kiley Reid 

Alix Chamberlain is a woman who gets what she wants and has made a living showing other women how to do the 

same. A mother to two small girls, she started out as a blogger and has quickly built herself into a confidence-driven 

brand. So she is shocked when her babysitter, Emira Tucker, is confronted while watching the Chamberlains' toddler one 

night. Seeing a young black woman out late with a white child, a security guard at their local high-end supermarket 

accuses Emira of kidnapping two-year-old Briar. A small crowd gathers, a bystander films everything, and Emira is furious 

and humiliated. Alix resolves to make it right. But Emira herself is aimless, broke and wary of Alix's desire to help. At 

twenty-five, she is about to lose her health insurance and has no idea what to do with her life. When the video of Emira 

unearths someone from Alix's past, both women find themselves on a crash course that will upend everything they think 

they know about themselves, and each other.  

Kit 132—Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart 

Hugh "Shuggie" Bain, is a sweet and lonely boy who spends his 1980s childhood in run-down public housing in Glasgow, 

Scotland. Thatcher's policies have put husbands and sons out of work, and the city's notorious drugs epidemic is waiting in 

the wings. Shuggie's mother Agnes walks a wayward path: she is Shuggie's guiding light but a burden for him and his 

siblings. Married to a philandering taxi-driver husband, Agnes keeps her pride by looking good-but under the surface, 

Agnes finds increasing solace in drink, and she drains away all the family has to live on--on cans of extra-strong lager 

hidden in handbags and poured into tea mugs. Agnes's older children find their own ways to get a safe distance from their 

mother, abandoning Shuggie to care for her as she swings between alcoholic binges and sobriety. Shuggie is meanwhile 

struggling to somehow become the normal boy he desperately longs to be, but everyone has realized that he is "no right," 

a boy with a secret that all but him can see. Agnes is supportive of her son, but her addiction has the power to eclipse 

everyone close to her--even her beloved Shuggie.  



Kit 133—The Champagne War by Fiona McIntosh 

"In the summer of 1914, vigneron Jerome Mea heads off to war, certain he’ll be home by Christmas. His new bride 

Sophie Delancré, a fifth generation champenoise, is determined to ensure the forthcoming vintages will be testament to 

their love and the power of the people of Épernay, especially its strong women who have elevated champagne to 

favourite beverage of the rich and royal worldwide. But as the years drag on, authorities advise that Jerome is missing, 

considered dead. When poison gas is first used in Belgium by the Germans, British chemist Charles Nash jumps to enlist, 

refusing to be part of the scientific team that retaliates. A brilliant marksman, Charlie is seen by his men as a hero, but 

soon comes to feel that he’d rather die himself than take another life. When he is injured, he is brought 

to the champagne cellars in Reims, where Sophie has set up an underground hospital, and later to her mansion house in 

Épernay, now a retreat for the wounded. As Sophie struggles with strong feelings for her patient, she also battles to 

procure the sugar she needs for her 1918 vintage and attracts sinister advances from her brother-in-law. However, 

nothing can prepare her for the ultimate battle of the heart, when Jerome’s bloodstained jacket and identification 

papers are found in Belgium, and her hopes of ever seeing her husband alive again are reignited."  

Kit 134—The Dictionary of Lost words by Pip Williams 

In 1901, the word bondmaid was discovered missing from the Oxford English Dictionary. This is the story of the girl who 

stole it. Motherless and irrepressibly curious, Esme spends her childhood in the Scriptorium, a garden shed in Oxford 

where her father and a team of lexicographers are gathering words for the very first Oxford English Dictionary. Esme’s 

place is beneath the sorting table, unseen and unheard. One day, she sees a slip containing the word bondmaid flutter 

to the floor unclaimed. Esme begins to collect other words from the Scriptorium that are misplaced, discarded or have 

been neglected by the dictionary men. Over time, Esme realises that some words are considered more important than 

others – that words and meanings relating to women’s experiences often go unrecorded. She begins to 

collect words for another dictionary: The Dictionary of Lost Words. Set when the women’s suffrage movement was at 

its height and the Great War loomed, The Dictionary of Lost Words reveals a lost narrative, hidden 

between the lines of a history written by men.  



Kit 135—The Mirror & The Light by Hilary Mantel 

If you cannot speak truth at a beheading, when can you speak it? England, May 1536. Anne Boleyn is dead, decapitated 

in the space of a heartbeat by a hired French executioner. As her remains are bundled into oblivion, Thomas Cromwell 

breakfasts with the victors. The blacksmith's son from Putney emerges from the spring's bloodbath to continue his climb to 

power and wealth, while his formidable master, Henry VIII, settles to short-lived happiness with his third queen, before Jane 

dies giving birth to the male heir he most craves. Cromwell is a man with only his wits to rely on; he has no great family to back 

him, no private army. Despite rebellion at home, traitors plotting abroad and the threat of invasion testing Henry's regime to 

breaking point, Cromwell's robust imagination sees a new country in the mirror of the future. But can a nation, or a person, 

shed the past like a skin? Do the dead continually unbury themselves? What will you do, the Spanish ambassador asks 

Cromwell, when the king turns on you, as sooner or later he turns on everyone close to him? With The Mirror and the Light, 

Hilary Mantel brings to a triumphant close the trilogy she began with Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies. She traces the final 

years of Thomas Cromwell, the boy from nowhere who climbs to the heights of power, offering a defining portrait of 

predator and prey, of a ferocious contest between present and past, between royal will and a common man's vision: of a 

modern nation making itself through conflict, passion and courage.  

Kit 136—Still Life by Sarah Winman 

1944, in the ruined wine cellar of a Tuscan villa, as bombs fall around them, two strangers meet and share an extraordinary 

evening. Ulysses Temper is a young British soldier, Evelyn Skinner is a sexagenarian art historian and possible spy. She has come 

to Italy to salvage paintings from the wreckage and relive memories of the time she encountered EM Forster and had her heart 

stolen by an Italian maid in a particular Florentine room with a view. Evelyn's talk of truth and beauty plants a seed in Ulysses' 

mind that will shape the trajectory of his life - and of those who love him - for the next four decades.  



Kit 137—The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

Somewhere out beyond the edge of the universe there is a library that contains an infinite number of books, each one the story 

of another reality. One tells the story of your life as it is, along with another book for the other life you could have lived if you 

had made a different choice at any point in your life. While we all wonder how our lives might have been, what if you had the 

chance to go to the library and see for yourself? Would any of these other lives truly be better? 

In The Midnight Library, Matt Haig’s enchanting blockbuster novel, Nora Seed finds herself faced with this decision. Faced with 

the possibility of changing her life for a new one, following a different career, undoing old breakups, realizing her dreams of 

becoming a glaciologist; she must search within herself as she travels through the Midnight Library to decide what is truly 

fulfilling in life, and what makes it worth living in the first place. 

Kit 138—The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbary 

We are in the center of Paris, in an elegant apartment building inhabited by bourgeois families. Renée, the concierge, is witness 

to the lavish but vacuous lives of her numerous employers. Outwardly she conforms to every stereotype of the concierge: fat, 

cantankerous, addicted to television. Yet, unbeknownst to her employers, Renée is a cultured autodidact who adores art, phi-

losophy, music, and Japanese culture. With humor and intelligence she scrutinizes the lives of the building's tenants, who for 

their part are barely aware of her existence. 

Then there's Paloma, a twelve-year-old genius. She is the daughter of a tedious parliamentarian, a talented and startlingly lucid 

child who has decided to end her life on the sixteenth of June, her thirteenth birthday. Until then she will continue behaving as 

everyone expects her to behave: a mediocre pre-teen high on adolescent subculture, a good but not an outstanding student, an 

obedient if obstinate daughter. 

Paloma and Renée hide both their true talents and their finest qualities from a world they suspect cannot or will not appreciate 

them. They discover their kindred souls when a wealthy Japanese man named Ozu arrives in the building. Only he is able to gain 

Paloma's trust and to see through Renée's timeworn disguise to the secret that haunts her. This is a moving, funny, triumphant 

novel that exalts the quiet victories of the inconspicuous among us. 



Kit 139—The Lightkeeper’s Wife by Karen Viggers 

Elderly and in poor health, Mary fulfills her wish to herself to live out her last days on Bruny Island off of Tasmania, with only her 

regrets and memories for company. Her late husband was the lighthousekeeper on Bruny, and she'd raised a family on the wild 

windswept island, until terrible circumstances forced them back to civilization. The long-buried secret that has haunted her for 

decades now threatens to break free, and she hopes to banish it in the time she has left. Mary's youngest son Tom loves Bruny 

as much as she does, and understands her primal connection to the island. Years before he spent a winter working in Antarctica, 

and returned from that empty loneliness to find his marriage over and his life destroyed. Still wounded, Tom lives a simple life, 

unable and unwilling to make real connections with people in case he gets hurt again—but then he meets Emma, newly 

returned from Antarctica and as open and welcoming as Tom is not. As Mary's time winds down, both she and Tom must face 

their pasts in ways they cannot even begin to imagine, and Mary finds that the script she's written to the end of her life has 

taken on a few twists of its own.  

Kit 140—The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty 

At the heart of The Husband’s Secret is a letter that’s not meant to be read…                                                                                                   

My Darling Cecilia, if you’re reading this, then I’ve died…                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Imagine your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, that the letter contains his deepest, 

darkest secret – something with the potential to destroy not just the life you built together, but the lives of others too. Imagine, 

then, that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still very much alive.                                                                         

Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it all – she’s an incredibly successful business woman, a pillar of her small community and a 

devoted wife and mother. Her life is as orderly and spotless as her home. But that letter is about to change everything, and not 

just for her: Rachel and Tess barely know Cecilia – or each other – but they too are about to feel the earth-shattering 

repercussions of her husband’s secret. 



Kit 141—The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks 

Peeling away the myth to bring the Old Testament's King David to life in Second Iron Age Israel, Brooks traces the arc of his 

journey from obscurity to fame, from shepherd to soldier, from hero to traitor, from beloved king to murderous despot and 

into his remorseful and diminished dotage. 

The Secret Chord provides new context for some of the best-known episodes of David’s life while also focusing on others, even 

more remarkable and emotionally intense, that have been neglected.  We see David through the eyes of those who love him 

or fear him—from the prophet Natan, voice of his conscience, to his wives Mikhal, Avigail, and Batsheva, and finally to 

Solomon, the late-born son who redeems his Lear-like old age. Brooks has an uncanny ability to hear and transform characters 

from history, and this beautifully written, unvarnished saga of faith, desire, family, ambition, betrayal, and power will enthrall 

her many fans.  

Kit 142—Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee 

Maycomb, Alabama. Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch – ‘Scout’ – returns home from New York City to visit her ageing 

father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of the civil rights tensions and political turmoil that were transforming the South, 

Jean Louise’s homecoming turns bittersweet when she learns disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the town and the 

people dearest to her.                                                                                                                                                                                

Memories from her childhood flood back, and her values and assumptions are thrown into doubt. Featuring many of the 

iconic characters from To Kill a Mockingbird, Go Set a Watchman perfectly captures a young woman, and a world, in painful 

yet necessary transition out of the illusions of the past – a journey that can be guided only by one’s own conscience. 



Kit 143—The Seamstress by Maria Duenas 

The runaway bestseller that has taken the world by storm 

1935: As turmoil brews in Europe, Sira Quiroga's carefully mapped-out life is thrown into chaos, first by love, then betrayal. 

Abandoned and alone, all she has are her skills as a seamstress, a talent that could not only save her but may influence the 

course of a war... 

When the glamorous circles of high society and the shadowy world of espionage collide, Sira is confronted with a terrifying 

decision, with only one possible choice. 

From the haute couture ateliers of old Madrid to the exotic souqs of Morocco, The Seamstress is the inspiring journey of an 

extraordinary young woman who embraces destiny, braving life-or-death stakes and risking everything, for love.  

Kit 144—Me Before You by Jojo Moyes 

Lou Clark knows lots of things. She knows how many footsteps there are between the bus stop and home. She knows she likes 

working in The Buttered Bun tea shop and she knows she might not love her boyfriend Patrick. 

What Lou doesn’t know is she’s about to lose her job or that knowing what’s coming is what keeps her sane. 

Will Traynor knows his motorcycle accident took away his desire to live. He knows everything feels very small and rather joyless 

now and he knows exactly how he’s going to put a stop to that. 

What Will doesn’t know is that Lou is about to burst into his world in a riot of colour. And neither of them knows they’re going 

to change the other for all time. 



Kit 145—The Nazis Knew My Name by Magda Hellinger, Maya Lee 

In March 1942, twenty-five-year-old kindergarten teacher Magda Hellinger and nearly a thousand other young Slovakian 

women were deported to Poland on the second transportation of Jewish people sent to the Auschwitz concentration camp. The 

women were told they'd be working at a shoe factory. At Auschwitz the SS soon discovered that by putting Jewish prisoners in 

charge of the day-to-day running of the accommodation blocks, camp administration and workforces, they could both reduce 

the number of guards required and deflect the distrust of the prisoner population away from themselves. Magda was one such 

prisoner selected for leadership and over three years served in many prisoner leader roles, from room leader, to block leader – 

at one time in charge of the notorious Experimental Block 10 where reproductive experiments were performed on hundreds of 

women – and eventually camp leader, responsible for 30,000 women.  

Through her bold intelligence, sheer audacity, inner strength and shrewd survival instincts, she was able to rise above the 

horror and cruelty of the camps and build pivotal relationships with the women under her watch, and even some of Auschwitz's 

most notorious Nazi senior officers including the Commandant, Josef Kramer. 

Based on Magda's personal account and completed by her daughter Maya's extensive research, including testimonies from 

fellow Auschwitz survivors, this awe-inspiring tale offers us incredible insight into human nature, the power of resilience, and 

the goodness that can shine through even in the most horrific of conditions. 

Kit 146—After Story by Larissa Behrendt 

When Indigenous lawyer Jasmine decides to take her mother Della on a tour of England's most revered literary sites, Jasmine 

hopes it will bring them closer together and help them reconcile the past.  

Twenty-five years earlier the disappearance of Jasmine's older sister devastated their tight-knit community. This tragedy returns 

to haunt Jasmine and Della when another child mysteriously goes missing on Hampstead Heath. As Jasmine immerses herself in 

the world of her literary idols – including Jane Austen, the Brontë sisters and Virginia Woolf – Della is inspired to rediscover the 

wisdom of her own culture and storytelling. But sometimes the stories that are not told can become too great to bear.  

Ambitious and engrossing, After Story celebrates the extraordinary power of words and the quiet spaces between. We can be 

ready to listen, but are we ready to hear?  



Kit 147—Little Wing by Freya North 

The story of two families over three generations. A novel about resilience, forgiveness and the true meaning of family, about 

finding one's place in the world and discovering how we all belong somewhere and to someone. Little Wing is the powerful 

story of two families over three generations. 

In the 1960s, a pregnant 16-year-old is banished to one of the remotest parts of the UK. Years later, Nell and Dougie are both at 

critical moments in their lives when their paths cross. Between Camden, Colchester and the Outer Hebrides, the three story 

lines collide when secrets are uncovered and answers sought. 

Little Wing is a novel about resilience, forgiveness and the true meaning of family, about finding one's place in the world and 

discovering how we all belong somewhere and to someone.  

Kit 148—Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 

Chemist Elizabeth Zott is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out that there is no such 

thing as an average woman. But it’s the early 1960s and her all-male team at Hastings Research Institute takes a very 

unscientific view of equality. Except for one: Calvin Evans; the lonely, brilliant, Nobel–prize nominated grudge-holder who falls 

in love with—of all things—her mind. True chemistry results. 

But like science, life is unpredictable. Which is why a few years later Elizabeth Zott finds herself not only a single mother, but the 

reluctant star of America’s most beloved cooking show Supper at Six. Elizabeth’s unusual approach to cooking (“combine one 

tablespoon acetic acid with a pinch of sodium chloride”) proves revolutionary. But as her following grows, not everyone is 

happy. Because as it turns out, Elizabeth Zott isn’t just teaching women to cook. She’s daring them to change the status quo. 

Laugh-out-loud funny, shrewdly observant, and studded with a dazzling cast of supporting characters, Lessons in Chemistry is as 

original and vibrant as its protagonist.  



Kit 149—Horse by Geraldine Brooks 

Kentucky, 1850. An enslaved groom named Jarret and a bay foal forge a bond of understanding that will carry the horse to 

record-setting victories across the South. When the nation erupts in civil war, an itinerant young artist who has made his name 

on paintings of the racehorse takes up arms for the Union. On a perilous night, he reunites with the stallion and his groom, very 

far from the glamor of any racetrack.   

New York City, 1954. Martha Jackson, a gallery owner celebrated for taking risks on edgy contemporary painters, becomes 

obsessed with a nineteenth-century equestrian oil painting of mysterious provenance.  

Washington, DC, 2019. Jess, a Smithsonian scientist from Australia, and Theo, a Nigerian-American art historian, find themselves 

unexpectedly connected through their shared interest in the horse—one studying the stallion’s bones for clues to his power 

and endurance, the other uncovering the lost history of the unsung Black horsemen who were critical to his racing success. 

Based on the remarkable true story of the record-breaking thoroughbred Lexington, Horse is a novel of art and science, love and 

obsession, and our unfinished reckoning with racism.  

Kit 150—Room for a Stranger by Melanie Cheng 

Since her sister died, Meg has been on her own. She doesn’t mind, not really—not with Atticus, her African grey parrot, to 
keep her company—but after her house is broken into by a knife-wielding intruder, she decides it might be good to have some 
company after all. 

Andy’s father has lost his job, and his parents’ savings are barely enough to cover his tuition. If he wants to graduate, he’ll have 

to give up his student flat and find a homeshare. Living with an elderly Australian woman is harder than he’d expected, though, 

and soon he’s struggling with more than his studies. 



Kit 151—Love Stories by Trent Dalton 

Trent Dalton, Australia's best-loved writer, goes out into the world and asks a simple, direct question: 'Can you please tell me a 
love story?' 

A blind man yearns to see the face of his wife of thirty years. A divorced mother has a secret love affair with a priest. A geologist 

discovers a three-minute video recorded by his wife before she died. A tree lopper's heart falls in a forest. A working mum 

contemplates taking photographs of her late husband down from her fridge. A girl writes a last letter to the man she loves most, 

then sets it on fire. A palliative care nurse helps a dying woman converse with the angel at the end of her bed. A renowned 100-

year-old scientist ponders the one great earthly puzzle he was never able to solve: 'What is love?' 

Endless stories. Human stories. Love stories. 

Kit 152—How we disappeared  by Jing Jing Lee 

Singapore, 1942. As Japanese troops sweep down Malaysia and into Singapore, a village is ransacked. Only three survivors 

remain, one of them a tiny child. 

In a neighbouring village, seventeen-year-old Wang Di is bundled into the back of a troop carrier and shipped off to a Japanese 

military rape camp. In the year 2000, her mind is still haunted by her experiences there, but she has long been silent about her 

memories of that time. It takes twelve-year-old Kevin, and the mumbled confession he overhears from his ailing grandmother, 

to set in motion a journey into the unknown to discover the truth. 

Weaving together two timelines and two life-changing secrets, How We Disappeared is an evocative, profoundly moving and 

utterly dazzling novel heralding the arrival of a new literary star.  



Kit 153—A Theatre for Dreamers  by Polly Samson 

It is 1960. Brother and sister Bobby and Erica are on the road, travelling to the remote Greek island of Hydra, escaping the 

sadness of their mother’s death and the greyness of England. There, they will meet their mother’s old friend, the wild and 

glamorous Australian writer Charmian Clift, and her circle of friends: poets, painters and musicians, barefoot types blown in 

from all four corners of the globe, living in a tangled bohemian utopia.  

And in the centre of that circle sits a mesmerising triangle: the brilliant young Norwegian writer Axel Jensen, his beautiful wife 

Marianne – and the poet Leonard Cohen, who begins to turn his gaze towards Marianne.  

Kit 154—The Lost Man by Jane Harper 

The man lay still in the centre of a dusty grave under a monstrous sky. 

 

Two brothers meet at the border of their vast cattle properties under the unrelenting sun of outback Queensland.  

They are at the stockman's grave, a landmark so old, no one can remember who is buried there. But today, the scant shadow it 

casts was the last chance for their middle brother, Cameron.  

The Bright family's quiet existence is thrown into grief and anguish. Something had been troubling Cameron. Did he lose hope 

and walk to his death? Because if he didn't, the isolation of the outback leaves few suspects...  



Kit 155—Dark Emu by Bruce Pascoe 

Dark Emu argues for a reconsideration of the 'hunter-gatherer' tag for pre-colonial Aboriginal Australians and attempts to 

rebut the colonial myths that have worked to justify dispossession. Accomplished author Bruce Pascoe provides compelling 

evidence from the diaries of early explorers that suggests that systems of food production and land management have been 

blatantly understated in modern retellings of early Aboriginal history, and that a new look at Australia's past is required.  

Kit 156—The Cage by Lloyd Jones 

Two mysterious strangers appear at a hotel in a small country town. 

Where have they come from? Who are they? What catastrophe are they fleeing? 

The townspeople want answers, but the strangers are unable to speak of their trauma. And before long, wary hospitality shifts 

to suspicion and fear, and the care of the men slides into appalling cruelty. 

Lloyd Jones’s fable-like novel The Cage is a profound and unsettling novel about humanity and dignity and the ease with which 

we’re able to justify brutality. 



Kit 157—Say Hello by Carly Findlay 

'In fairytales, the characters who look different are often cast as the villain or monsters. It's only when they shed their 

unconventional skin that they are seen as "good" or less frightening. There are very few stories where the character that looks 

different is the hero of the story ... I've been the hero of my story - telling it on my own terms, proud about my facial difference 

and disability, not wanting a cure for my rare, severe and sometimes confronting skin condition, and knowing that I am beautiful 

even though I don't have beauty privilege.' 

This honest, outspoken and thought-provoking memoir by award-winning writer and appearance activist Carly Findlay will 

challenge all your assumptions and beliefs about what it is like to have a visibly different appearance. Carly lives with a rare skin 

condition, Ichthyosis, and what she faces every day, and what she has to live with, will have you cheering for her and her 

courage and irrepressible spirit. This is both a moving memoir and a proud manifesto on disability and appearance diversity 

issues.  

Kit 158—The Incredible Life of Hubert Wilkins: Australia’s Greatest Explorer by Peter Fitzsimons 

Sir Hubert Wilkins is one of the most remarkable Australians who ever lived. The son of pioneer pastoralists in South Australia, 

Hubert studied engineering before moving on to photography, then sailing for England and a job producing films with the 

Gaumont Film Co. Brave and bold, he became a polar expeditioner, a brilliant war photographer, a spy in the Soviet Union, a 

pioneering aviator-navigator, a death-defying submariner - all while being an explorer and chronicler of the planet and its life 

forms that would do Vasco da Gama and Sir David Attenborough proud. As a WW1 photographer he was twice awarded the 

Military Cross for bravery under fire, the only Australian photographer in any war to be decorated. He went on expedition with 

Sir Ernest Shackleton, led a groundbreaking natural history study in Australia and was knighted in 1928 for his aviation exploits, 

but many more astounding achievements would follow. Wilkins' quest for knowledge and polar explorations were lifelong 

passions and his missions to polar regions aboard the submarine Nautilus the stuff of legend. 



Kit 159—The Orphans  by Fiona McIntosh 

 

Orphan Fleur Appleby is adopted by a loving undertaker and his wife and she quickly develops a special gift for helping bereaved 

families. Her ambition to be the first female mortician in the country is fuelled by her plan to bring more women into the male 

dominated funeral industry.                                                                                                                                                                        

Raised in the outback of South Australia’s Flinders Ranges, Tom Catchlove is faced with a life-changing tragedy as a young boy. 

He works hard but dreams big, striving for a future as a wool classer. A chance encounter between the two children will change 

the course of their lives.                                                                                                                                                                                     

By adulthood Fleur finds herself fighting for the survival of the family’s business, while her widowed father drinks away 

generations of prosperity and a new, conniving stepmother wants Fleur gone. When Tom emerges from the isolation of the 

desert to find new work at the port woolstores, his path crosses with Fleur’s again – only to be caught up in a murder 

investigation, in which they can only trust each other. which they can only trust each other. 

At once tragic and triumphant, The Orphans is an unforgettable story about a unique bond between two children that will echo 

down the years, and teach them both about the real meaning of life, of loss, and of love. 

Kit 160—Daughters of Eve by Nina D. Campbell 

An unputdownable feminist revenge thriller from a bold new voice in the genre. 

When a high-profile murder lands literally at her feet, Detective Emilia Hart sees a chance to expand her caseload beyond the 

endless succession of domestic violence matters she is forced to investigate. But this is no simple investigation. 

Another body turns up, then another. Then more - a lot more. All men, all shot, with a similar MO. It's not until a manifesto 

taking credit for the crimes is published by a group calling themselves Daughters of Eve that Hart confirms a link between the 

victims: all of them had been perpetrators themselves. All had offended against women or children. Few had been charged 

with those crimes - and none convicted. 

As panic sets in and chaos rules the streets, the police draw ever closer to the Daughters of Eve, but the serial killer continues 

to elude them. Again, Hart sees something that everyone else has missed. And what that is, she cannot believe. 



Kit 161—The Trespassers  by Meg Mundell 

Fleeing their pandemic-stricken homelands, a shipload of migrant workers departs the UK, dreaming of a fresh start in      

prosperous Australia. For nine-year-old Cleary Sullivan, deaf for three years, the journey promises adventure and new 

friendships; for Glaswegian songstress Billie Galloway, it's a chance to put a shameful mistake firmly behind her; while 

impoverished English schoolteacher Tom Garnett hopes to set his future on a brighter path. But when a crew member is 

found murdered and passengers start falling gravely ill, the Steadfast is plunged into chaos. Thrown together by chance, and 

each guarding their own secrets, Cleary, Billie and Tom join forces to survive the journey and its aftermath.  

 

Kit 162—The Tribute by John Byron 

 

A serial killer is stalking through Sydney, hell-bent on recreating scenes from the Fabrica, the 16th-century foundation text of 

modern European anatomy. The spate of cold, methodical attacks has the city on edge, but the serial killer may not even be 

the darkest player in this story. Desperate for a breakthrough, decorated homicide detective David Murphy draws into the 

case his art historian sister, Joanna, and his wife, Sylvia. Unravelling the mystery of who is behind the killings pushes each 

beyond the limits of what they thought possible. The Tribute is a subversive take on modern masculinity and misogyny told 

through an irresistible crime narrative. Dark and unpredictable, chilling but sympathetic, it weaves a tapestry of narrative 

threads towards a mesmerising climax that will challenge the way you think about everyone you meet.  



Kit 163—All About Ella by Meredith Appleyard                                                                                                                                               

At 70, Ella's world is upended, leaving her at odds with her three adult children, whose attention is fixed more firmly on her 

money than her ongoing welfare. After an argument with her son Anthony, she flees his Adelaide home for Cutlers Bay, a 

seaside town on the Yorke Peninsula. There she befriends Angie, a 40-year-old drifter, and becomes an irritant to local cop Zach. 

He's keen to shift Ella off his turf, because Anthony phones daily, demanding his mother be sent home. And besides, Zach just 

doesn't trust Angie. Ella warms to Cutlers Bay, and it warms to her. In a defiant act of self-determination, she buys an entirely 

unsuitable house on the outskirts of town, and Angie agrees to help make it habitable. Zach is drawn to the house on the 

clifftop, and finds himself revising his earlier opinions of Ella, and Angie. A keenly observed story about aging and its inherent 

vulnerability, about community and chosen family, about how family stressors shape us all, about trust and loyalty, and about 

standing up for yourself.  

Kit 164—Sheilas: badass women of Australian history  by Eliza Reilly 

Its been said that well-behaved women seldom make history, but the handful of white boys who wrote our history books 

conveniently left most of them out. Whoops! To rectify this situation, Eliza Reilly is setting out to revive the forgotten stories of 

the badass sheilas of Australian history. Chain yourself to pub counters with the determined Merle Thornton, fight for 

Indigenous rights alongside Faith Bandler, and lure forlorn sailors with swimmer-slash-mermaid Annette Kellerman. Deceive 

cranky soldiers with bushranger Mary Ann Bugg, infiltrate Nazi perimeters on the back of Nancy Wakes bike - and much, much 

more. Cracking with satirical wit and whole-hearted admiration, Sheilas is a cheeky, funny, inspirational celebration of the 

tough-titted ladies who hiked up their petticoats and fly-kicked down the doors of opportunity for modern Australia.  



Kit 165—The Little Wartime Library  by Kate Thompson 

Clara Button is no ordinary librarian. While the world remains at war, in East London Clara has created the country's only 

underground library, built over the tracks in the disused Bethnal Green tube station. Down here a secret community thrives: 

with thousands of bunk beds, a nursery, a café and a theatre offering shelter, solace and escape from the bombs that fall above. 

Along with her glamorous best friend and library assistant Ruby Munroe, Clara ensures the library is the beating heart of life 

underground. But as the war drags on, the women's determination to remain strong in the face of adversity is tested to the 

limits when it seems it may come at the price of keeping those closest to them alive.   

Kit 166—The Bookbinder of Jericho by Pip Williams 

 

Oxford, 1914. When the young men are drawn away to fight, it is the women who must keep going. Twin sisters Peggy and 

Maude work in the bindery at Oxford University Press in Jericho. Peggy is intelligent, ambitious and dreams of studying - but is 

often reminded that her job is to bind the books, not read them. Maude, meanwhile, is extraordinary and vulnerable. She 

wants nothing more than what she has, and Peggy must watch over her. When refugees arrive from devastated Belgium, it 

sends ripples through the community and the sisters' lives. Peggy begins to see the possibility of another future: one where 

she can use her intellect and not just her hands. But as war and illness reshape her world, it is love, and the responsibility that 

comes with it, that threaten to hold her back... 



Kit 167—When We Fall By Aoife Clifford 

In the wild, coastal town of Merritt, Alex Tillerson and her mother make a shocking find on the beach. The police claim it's an 

accidental death but there are whispers of murder and that it is not the first. Bella Greggs was found dead at the bottom of a 

ravine but drowned in salt water. Maxine McFarlane was pulled from the ocean but with no water in her lungs. Black feathers 

were found with both bodies but what do they mean? As Alex fights for answers to honour the dead, and to discover why her 

mother fled town as a teenager, good people keep looking the other way, memories become unreliable and secrets threaten to 

reveal the past. Alex discovers the truth never dies but it can kill.   

Kit 168—The Cuckoo's Cry By Caroline Overington 

On the eve of the global lockdown, Don Barlow opens the door of his old beachside cottage to find a pretty girl with pink-

tipped hair, claiming to be his granddaughter. She needs help and has nowhere else to go. He welcomes her in, and so begins a 

mystery set in unprecedented times: with the virus raging outside their home, the girl cannot be asked to leave, but what does 

he risk by having her stay? As Don and the girl start to forge a bond, Don's adult daughter has her own suspicions about 

what the newcomer is after. But, unable to travel, how can she protect Don and discover if the girl really is who she claims to 

be? 



Kit 169—Kill Your Brother by Jack Heath  

 

Would you kill your brother to save yourself? After months of searching, disgraced athlete Elise Glyk has finally found her 

missing brother, Callum. He's being held in a backyard prison by Stephanie Hartnell, a former sheep farmer with an axe to grind. 

But before she can free Callum or call for help, Elise is captured and locked up alongside him. Stephanie Hartnell doesn't have 

room for two prisoners, and she has nothing against Elise. But she needs to make sure Elise can't go to the police. So she offers 

Elise a deal: kill Callum, and you're free to go. Of course, Elise won't even consider the deal. No way. It's unthinkable. But she's 

running out of time to find another way out. And her brother may not be the man she thought he was. 

Kit 170—The Attack by Catherine Jinks 

Robyn Ayres works as the camp caretaker on Finch Island, a former leper colony off the coast of Queensland. Her current 

clients are a group of ex-military men who run a tough-love program for troubled teens. The latest crop looks like the usual 

mix of bad boys and sad boys. Then Robyn takes a second look at a kid called Darren. Last time she saw him his name was 

Aaron, and Robyn was his primary school teacher. And she was somehow at the centre of a vicious small-town custody battle 

involving his terrifying grandmother.Bruising classroom dynamics, manipulative parents and carers and horrendous small-town 

politics form the backdrop to a nail-biting thriller in which the tensions of ten years ago start to play themselves out, building 

to a violent climax in the present day. Robyn escaped the past once. Now it’s back—and this time there’s no way out. 


